
Meet (some of) the 2021-2022 Feeding 500 team!

More than 50 students in Darien and New Canaan started this school year by joining a team to help 
provide food to their neighbors dealing with food insecurity!  But how did it start?

Oliver Tuff, a New Canaan High School sophomore, was determined to create a student leadership 
organization that would provide Open Doors with at least 500 meals each year through food drives, 
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1 Finding Ways to Feed 500 

A new student group is making a difference 

Even when they’re having a great time visiting family 
members, Valerie’s daughter is excited to go home.  It 
still makes Valerie smile to see the little girl run down the 
hallway to her own bedroom after three months in their 
new apartment.

“We were homeless for a year and a half,“ Valerie said.  She 
and her two children lived with family in Connecticut and 
even moved out of state to try to find a better living situa-
tion, but nothing was permanent.  “I realized I can’t live this 
way.  I don’t want to live this way.”

Valerie knew she had to find a stable home for her 
children, so she came to Open Doors for shelter and help 
to find a sustainable place to live. 

 “I’m just happy we came here.  It was tough but we came 
out of it. Now that I did get the help and could push myself 

A Family’s New Start 

In order to protect children’s privacy, Open Doors has changed family names and used a representative photo for this story. 
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Feeding 500 (continued) A Family’s New Start (continued)

fundraising, and volunteer service.  By June, Feeding 500 New 
Canaan far exceeded their goals and were recognized as the 
Volunteer Group of the Year by the New Canaan Community 
Foundation!

Over the course of the summer and early fall, the first class 
of Feeding 500 helped students in Darien launch their own 
chapter with Darien captain Lucy Brennan.

Feeding 500  has already provided hundreds of pounds of 
food to stock Open Doors’ grocery pantry and raised over 
$10,000 to help provide food to households dealing with 
food insecurity.

You can follow everything the Feeding 500 team is doing on 
Instagram at @feeding500 or reach out to us for more 
information on this amazing program!

The Year at a Glance

Over 60,000    
   meals served

68
people employed

109
people housed

171
people sheltered

(July 2020 - June 2021)

out of my comfort zone, it actually made me feel better.  I’m 
getting the help that I really need instead of trying to do it all 
by myself.”

Valerie spent her time in shelter working with Open Doors 
staff to meet her goals, finding a new job that gave her the 
resources to support her children and looking for the right 
place that they could call home.  

“The staff helped me look for apartments.  That was a big 
help, because that made me realize I can do this, but you 
know it’s good to have that extra little push to get yourself to 
where you want to be.”

“There were days that were hard, “ Valerie added with a smile, 
“but my case manager encouraged me to do better, to want 
more than what I’ve wanted.”

Moving day is always a great day at Open Doors.  Our team 
gets to celebrate success with people as they move out of 
shelter into their own apartments.  The day that Valerie and 
her family moved was no exception!

 “I was so excited!  It’s my first time being on my own, “ Valerie 
said.  “I had lived with my mom for a long time, so it’s a good 
experience and I know there’s more to come for me.”

Valerie is so proud of how far she’s come, and she’s looking 
forward to her next success.  Still, she thinks about others who 
are struggling.

“Now I know a couple of my friends who are going through 
situations, and they’re asking ‘How did you do it?  How did 
you stay so humble?’  I try to stay humble; I had my tough 
times, but I just kept going because I had my little ones so I 
had to think about them and their future.”



We have a new volunteer platform!  See new ways to serve and sign up 
at opendoorsct.galaxydigital.com or contact us for more information

Corky and Jill’s Discovery Center!

In honor of Corky and Jill Stewart’s incredible work and 
dedication to families at Open Doors, our children’s resource 
center is now Corky and JIll’s Discovery Center!

Jill launched the After School Buddies program for families 
staying in shelter more than 10 years ago.  As a lifelong 
educator, she knew how important it was for children dealing 
with homelessness to have a space of their own.

Michele Conderino 
Executive Director

Warmest wishes from all of us at Open Doors.  This year has 
brought challenges for each of us but despite that, there 
have been incredible moments that have reminded us of the 
strength a community holds and the power every person 
has to make a difference.  This year our youngest community 
members have made incredible impacts on those we serve.

When I think of young people, my first thoughts turn to 
the families we welcome into shelter. Since my arrival at 
Open Doors in June of 2019, we have provided shelter to 39 
families; 77 children in total.  Watching families enter shelter, 
receive support, guidance and resources, and then leave to 
their own homes is an honor and a privilege.  At the same 
time, watching the young people in our community organize 
food and clothing drives, create and give holiday decorations 
for our shelter, and volunteer their time to serve others, fills 
me with such hope for our future.

In 2021, New Canaan high school students rose together to 
combat hunger.  As a team they envisioned, developed, and 
executed a plan to empower one another to raise funds and 
collect food for those who go without. This project is just 
beginning, with new teams and new towns already being 
added.  The annual Turkey Trot, also organized by young 
community members, is back this year, raising awareness and 
funds to combat homelessness.

Here at Open Doors we have the opportunity to engage with 
young people from all races, income levels, and experiences. 
We have a holistic view on the challenges our young people 
face but also the strength, creativity, and resiliency they  
demonstrate to meet those challenges.

Thank you to all the youth we meet on this journey to end 
homelessness in the Greater Norwalk area.  You are 
inspiring and leave us with the knowledge that together 
we can weather any storm.

A Message from 
Our Executive Director

“The kids come to us with all different experiences and from 
all types of situations, and the first and foremost thing we do 
is to help them to feel safe, to be happy and comfortable, to 
relax.  To really be themselves.”

Jill created the After School Buddies program at Open Doors 
to provide after-school enrichment and give children the 
same kind of extracurricular experiences as their housed 
classmates.  Volunteers from local high schools as well as 
other retired educators provided thousands of hours of their 
time to help make that vision a reality. 

In the spring of 2019, After School Buddies moved from a 
small apartment to a new building designed to have more 
room for learning, creating, and having fun.  Jill and Corky 
worked with a team of professionals to make the new 
children’s resource center a welcoming place. 

“I love to end my day with a walk through Corky and Jill’s 
Discovery Center,”  said Executive Director Michele Conderino.  
“It’s amazing to see children engaged in so many activities.  
They’re baking; they’re doing science projects; they’re being 
tutored.  They get to play with their friends and just have fun.  
This building is really a testament to everything that Jill and 
Corky have done for the children in our community.”



Save the Date - April 28, 2022!
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Join us for the Turkey Trot - November 21!
It’s that time of year... the New Canaan 

Turkey Trot is back!  For the past 18 years, 

students from the New Canaan area 

have organized an annual 5K run/walk 

to help provide funds for Open Doors 

over the busy holiday season.

Please join our neighbors who will be 

running for a reason at the New Canaan 

Turkey Trot on Sunday, November 21.  

The family-friendly, dog-friendly race is 

returning to Waveny Park.  

You can register online for this year’s race through RunSignUp 

- https://runsignup.com/Race/Events/CT/NewCanaan/

NewCanaanTurkeyTrot - and follow the event on Instagram at 

@turkeytrotnewcanaan.

The 2021 Turkey Trot is co-chaired by Ryan Connelly, Richard 

Hernandez, Katherine Squillante, and Oliver Tuff, along with 

committee members Dylan Amaswache, Jake Bausman, 

Pia Bausman, Griffin Gentner, Henry Hladick, Jack Hladick, 

Caroline Squillante, and Adelaide Tuff.

Richard Hernandez, Co-Chair, is  enthusiastic about this year’s 

team.  “The committee is full of wonderful 

people who are all so passionate about 

the race and helping Open Doors, I’m so 

grateful to be a part of it.”

“The New Canaan Turkey Trot, and helping 

to provide for Open Doors has been a part 

of my family for as long as I can remember. 

I am very happy to be a part of such a great 

committee working together to help make 

a difference in the lives of the residents at 

Open Doors,” said Ryan Connelly.

Students will be selling winter hats and baseball caps to 

raise funds for Open Doors.  Runners and spectators are also 

encouraged to bring donations for the Feeding 500 New 

Canaan food drive.

This year’s race sponsors include premier sponsor Sillycow 

Farms along with lead sponsors Building and Land 

Technology, The HEP Fund, Hospital for Special Surgery 

Stamford, Millennium, Orangetheory Fitness, and 84Sports. 

There are still opportunities to donate and be included as a 

sponsor.

Plans are in progress for Open Doors’ next in-person Gala on 

Thursday, April 28, 2022!  We’re looking forward to seeing 

everyone after such a long time apart.

The team at Open Doors would like to thank all of our 

incredible supporters who have helped our neighbors get 

through a very challenging time.  We were able to stay open 

and serve people directly at a time when it was needed 

most, and the support of our community helped make that 

possible.

If you would like to sponsor next year’s Gala and Auction 

or learn more about  ways to donate to Open Doors, please 

contact Nick at 203-866-1057 or nlieder@opendoorsct.org.
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